A growing body of evidence documents that naming guides 9-month-old infants as they organize their visual experiences into categories. In particular, this evidence reveals that naming highlights categories when these are visually distinct. Here we advance this work in by introducing an anticipatory looking design to assess how naming influences infants' categorization of objects that vary along a perceptual continuum. We introduced 9-month-old infants (n = 48) to continua of novel creature-like objects. During the learning phase, infants had an opportunity to observe that objects from one end of the perceptual continuum moved to the left and objects from the other end moved to the right. What varied was how the objects were named. Infants in theone-name condition heard the same novel noun applied to all objects along the continuum; those in the two-name condition heard one name for objects from one end of the continuum and a second name for objects at the other end. At test, all infants viewed new objects from the same continuum. At issue was whether infants would anticipate the side to which the test objects would move and whether their expectations varied as a function of naming condition. Infants in the one-name condition formed a single overarching category and therefore searched for new test objects at either location; those in the two-name condition discerned two categories and therefore correctly anticipated the likely location of the test objects, whether these were close to the poles or to the center of the continuum. This provides the first evidence that by 9 months, naming supports both the number of categories infants impose along a perceptual continuum and the clarity of the category boundaries.
Introduction
Although there is lively debate as to how and how deeply language exerts its influence, there is little doubt that the language (s) we speak shape our experience of the world. Perhaps the most dramatic evidence comes from cross-linguistic differences in our perception of color. Across the world's communities, sighted people experience the very same spectrum of visible light and impose discrete categories along this perceptual continuum. But the particular categories we impose bear the imprint of the language we speak. For example, speakers of English categorize wavelengths ranging from 455 to 492 nm as blue and wavelengths from 492 to 577 nm as green. But for speakers of Berinmo, an indigenous language of Papua New Guinea, blues and greens are marked with a single color term, nol. This cross-linguistic difference in the number of color categories we form and the boundaries we place between them influences not only the color lexicon but also our memory: Berinmo speakers are less likely to remember distinctions between wavelengths that English speakers describe as blue & Brown, 2006) . But what remains unanswered is how early in development naming begins to shape the categories we impose along a perceptual continuum. Here, we consider this question by focusing on the effects of naming on 9-month-old infants' categorization of novel objects along a perceptual continuum.
There is now considerable evidence that infants successfully form object categories within the first months of life (Gliga, Mareschal, & Johnson, 2008; Mandler, 2000 Mandler, , 2004 Pauen, 2002; Plunkett, Hu, & Cohen, 2008; Quinn, 2006; Quinn & Bhatt, 2009; Quinn, Schyns, & Goldstone, 2006; Rakison & Oakes, 2003; Rakison & Yermolayeva, 2010; Westermann & Mareschal, 2013 
